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bushy, as when a normal cat is attacked by a dog. This state of
the decorticated animal has been appropriately termed " sham
rage." When, on the other hand, a tract of fibers connecting
the frontal lobe with the hypothalamus is severed, a naturally
wild and unfriendly animal becomes docile and affectionate.
This latter observation has been put to practical advantage in
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Fig. 12-25 Diagram of the hypothalamic region and the hypophysis.
DC, optic chiasma; P, posterior hypothalamic nuclei; SO, supra-optic
nuclei; T, tuber cinereum; V, paraventricular nuclei; III, third ventricle
of the brain.
the treatment of certain mental states in man. Section of this
connecting nerve tract (the fore brain bundle} is often followed
by improvement of the mental condition.
The mid-brain or mesencephalon. The mid-brain is the
short, narrow, pillar-like portion of the brain, lying immedi-
ately below the optic thaiami. It is traversed by a narrow canal
called the cerebral aqueduct; this communicates above with the
third ventricle of the brain and below with the fourth ventricle.
The greater part of the mid-brain lies in front of the cerebral
aqueduct, and consists of the two cerebral peduncles* Ante-
riorly the latter are separated by a cleft, and appear as two
stout columns which emerge from the pons below, and plunge